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FROM THE lAUHCHIHG P&D 


My apolegles to evorjoae tor the Aeley la getting tdiie ieme 
•iito This ia no plate for long tad storiesp bat one of the aien 
la the departneat waa hospitaliaed for astral veekt at the end 
of the tema I ahall ate that aa *tht atraw that broke the eanal’s 
back ' 9 though it waa only oae of sevtraX things^ I hope tiaat bet- 
tar planniag will prawaat aaeh a dalay froa happening agaiao 

Sereral itena of intareat regarding oirettlatiea« Reqaeats 
far iaaaaa of Extra pole t ioa hara been reoaircd froai the Peliah 
Bibllotraidiical fauliatin lath and the Polaka AkadaaKia Xattk« HaaB> 
i^ile a Minber of libraries^ ineludleg theae of the Uaiyaraity of 
Kisalaaippi^ the Uniraraity of PannaylTaiiiap and IGale UaiTeraity» 
have tnbtaribedo. YoTiaae I« anaber 1^ the aheokliat ef Ancriean 
aoimee-'fletiaa ia taaporarily out of printo 

The iaeraaaing latareat ia the newahetter aaq^kaaiaea what hat 
eaatiaaad ta ba a eeatral probloais the nead fler you to valanteer 
aatarialo I hava writtaa to iadlTidaala la tha paat and will oob- 
tiane to da wog but aatil there is a stctMly flow of veluatary na- 
terialp tha problem will raataiBo Moreovar^ year divorae iatareeta 
in aoiaBoa<->fiotloB and tha raaoltlag wider parapaotiva of what 
aoholarly work ia going on in the field »» eanaot bo repreaonted 
without auoh natarial» The amount of work that muat bo dona on 
parioda* motifa* and individual authora oaa be aooompliahad only 
if you carry out tha individual projeot you hava long thought of 
doiiig» Aa indueomant^ may I remind you that tha bibliegraphiaa 
and long art idea publiahad in Extrapolation are liatad ia tha 
annual bibliagraphy of PHLA., , 

On hand new ia tha ramaiadar ef Wiafrad S° BameBa* bibliagraphy 
ef H. Po. Lavacrafto It will ba publiahad in Daeambaro. Gaming up 
next year will ba tha aaoond inatallmant of the bibliography on 
beoka and artioloa eeaeoraod with tha general field of aclanee-fie* 
tioBff. aa wall aa a bibliegzmphy of H. Go VallOo Prejactad in tha 
mere distant future are bibliegraphiaa and ohockliata for Rider 
Haggard and Frank Staoktano 

May 1 remind youp taa« that with thia iaaoe moat aubaoriptioaa 
lapaao xour will ba appraoiatad at your oonvanianoeo In tha 

aaxt iaauap after tha billa for tha entire year ara in^ an aoeouat> 
lag ef imBOOM and o3q>OBaaa will ba publiahad» 

Thia laaua ia* aa proniaed* devetod to the anti-utopiuo It 
mig^t wall bo aabtitlod Brava Maw Wory« though no two writara eaa» 
l^ieelao praoiaoly the eamo alamanta of Huxley* a fablOo A aacoad 
iaatallmaat of tha bibllograi&y haa bean pramiaad far a future ia-> 
8ue» 


T.D.Co 



236 


J^ttltadas Toward Solonce in tha Modern ’Inrerted Utopia*^ 

Chad Walsh 


Oar century Is one that has steadily darkenedo If the nlne<°> 
teenth century was not a time of unmitigated and Idiotic optlmlsmp 
the general tone was at least more optomlstlc than that of the 
twentieth centuryo The great political events of our times •» 
revolutions and total wars •— have pushed us toward a darker view 
of human destiny. We are not as sure as formerly that progress Is 
real and automatle« Tha sunny hopefulness of Protestant liberalism 
has been displaced by the dour emphases of Neo>Orthodoxyp with Its 
stress on man's deep-set perveraeneas. In the world of polltlcsp 
we are no longer certain that damocracyp western- style p will sweep 
the worldp or that It la the cure-all for man's political and so- 
cial ailments. 

Everything has become ambivalent. This can be seen most strik- 
ingly In our attitudes toward science. To the nineteenth century 
writer of utopian novelsp science was often another name for sal- 
vation, It would eliminate the drudgery from llfep Increase lon- 
gevltjp lead to a more Intelligent understanding of human nature 
and a more humane ordering of human affairs. It was a benevolent 
geniop ready to come forth from the bottle at our commandp and 
fulfill our age-long dreams, Todayp science wears a double face. 

We have learned from harrowing experience that everything depends 
on who uses It, The atomic boiab over Hlroshloia demonstrated this 
amblvalencep and the use of psychology for brainwashing highlighted 
It, Science Is as good or as bad as the Intentions of the scientist 
or of the society that puts him to work. 

The last major utopian writer In the grand nineteenth century 
style was H, G, Wellsp and he was not an unwavering true bellevero 
One can find In his books evidence that he had his Interalttent 
doubts about mankind's ability to plan rationally for a more just 
and humane society. Apart from Wellsp very few genuine utopias of 
any magnitude have been produced In the twentieth century. In 
place of the utoplap we have what Is variously called the 'antl- 
utoplap* 'dystoplap' ©r < Inverted utopia,' An inverted utopia — 
the term I shall use — Is an Imaginary picture of a society even 
worse than the one we live In, As suchp It holds the mirror up to 
©ur fears and uncertainties. It usually takes certain tendencies 
and attitudes In present-day socletyp and extrapolates them into 
the future (or at least Into some other kind of world) and shows 
them full-blowBp In all their horror. 

If our century Is one dominated, for good or evil, by the 
growth and application of solenoop one would expect to find sel- 
eace — both theoretical and applied — playing a big role In the 


^ Presented at the meeting of General Topics 7: Literature 
and Science at the MLA meeting, I960, 
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Inverted utopiao This expectation Is not disappoiatedo All the 
sciences phjslcalp natural^ and social <>>-> find themselves fre~ 
quentlj cast In the role of enemies to the human raceo Org to be 
more precise^ we see the sciences beccmilng powerful tools for evil 
In the hands of men whose deeds» Intentionally or nots work against 
human well°belng» 

This can be observed most clearly In the practical applications 
of the social sclenceso In Evelyn Waugh's mordant short story, "Love 
among the Ruins," we see the effects of a scientific penologyo The 
hero Is a young man who has burned down a dormitory with great loss 
of lifoo He is tenderly cared for In an Institution resembling a 
country manor more than an Institution of correction, and Is tri- 
umphantly hailed as a demonstration of the curative powers of the 
new, scientific approach to crime. He becomes something of a na- 
tional hero, and rises rapidly up the ladder of offlcialdomo Along 
the way. In a mood of boredom, he burns down the pleasant house of 
correction where he had spent some happy months. But this Is not 
discovered. At the end we see him contracting a marriage of con- 
venience with an unspeakably unattractive girl, and Idly playing 
with his cigarette lighter during the marriage ceremony. He Is all 
set to begin his nationwide lecture tour to sell the people of 
England on the virtues of the new penology. In the course of the 
story various clear hints are dropped that the new penolocry, while 
pleasant for criminals, makes life a terror four ordinary, law-abid- 
ing citizens, who In effect are deprived of all protection against 
pyromanlaes and other dangerous characters. A sloppy sentimentality 
on the part of the government has resulted in an Inversion of val- 
ues, and their obsession with what they regard as science strength- 
ens this distortion of outloook. 

In Aldous Huxley's Brave New World , psychology is seen in full 
bloom, as a tool for * happiness engineering.' The directors of this 
world of the future have discovered that social stability a ;^nd hap- 
piness can be achieved only If Individual freedom Is eliminated. 

They create a society In which people have no desire for freedom. 
Partly this Is done by prenatal tampering In the laboratories where 
babies are scientifically produced. If an embryo Is pre-destlned to 
a life as an elevator operator, its brain Is artificially stunted 
so that the worker will never become bored with the monotonous work. 
After the babies are born — or rather, hatched — elaborate psy- 
chological techniques are employed to continue the conditioning 
prooess. One of the principal ones Is the use of tiny loudspeakers 
under the baby's pillow, whispering to him many hundreds of times 
each night that he Is fortunate to belong to the particular social 
class to which he was prenatally assigned. All through a person's 
adult life he Is caught up In a succession of pleasant group 
activities. Including sex, so that he has no leisure for solitude 
and no opportunity to develop solitary discontents. I'he total re- 
sult Is that people become happy automata. 

Though the Brave New World makes great use of applied psy- 
chology and some aspects of technology. It keeps science in Its 
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plac«o Sv«rj new inTention in pur« aciane* or tachnologj la «<= 
aainad by a apecial board. If It aooaa likely to upaet the ata=> 
bllity of aocietyp it la quietly filed away and nothing ia done 
about it. For inatancop technological advancea that would draa- 
tically ahorten the working day are burled in the filea® for ex- 
perience haa shown that too much leiaure la dangeroua to aoclal 
atability and happineaa. 

In George Orwell* a 198U o aclence also plays an important but 
limited role. The government sponsors reaearch in methods of mind- 
reading and maaa-killingp but otherwise the only science that seems 
to flourish is brainwashing. This ia reinforced by the metaphysical 
system of Doublethink and the development of a language called New- 
apeakp whose vocabulary is so limited that there are no words for 
thinking idea s contrary to the oatabllahed system. 

One byproduct of science — the development of labor-saving 
machinery = — comes In for hostile treatment in a number of in- 
verted utopias. In Forster* a long ahort-storyp "The Machine Stopsp* 
men live in .vast underground cities of exquisite refinement, All 
work ia done by a vast machine which ramifies into each city and 
apartment. But the machine begins to break downp and therd ia no 
one who knows how to repair it. In the ensuing panic and collapsep 
all the underground people — who have grown flabby in body and 
spirit -- perish miserably. The only humans loft alive are scat- 
tered men and women living primitive but vigorous lives on the 
surface of the planet. 

The disastrous consequences of automation are the theme of 
Play or Plano by Kurt Vonnogutp Jr, The story takes place a few 
decades in the futursp after the old-fashioned assembly line has 
been replaced by machines and a handful of scientists and techni- 
cians, The displaced workers have a choice of enlisting in the 
array for a twenty-five year hltchp or joining the Reclamation and 
Rehabilitation Corps and boondoggling their days away. Everyone, 
even the unemployed, is well fed. But machines and wealth accumu- 
late while men decay. There is finally a half-hearted rebellion 
with some machine smashing, but at the end the rebels are poking 
around among the ruins and rebuilding the automatic machines that 
have rendered their lives meaningless. The ironical moral seems to 
be that men can't live with automation, but once they have it thev 
oan*t live without it, ^ 

One persistent theme in the Inverted utopia is that social 
stability can bo achieved only if men became something less than 
fully human. Their restlessness, their plain "cussedness", their 
creativity must be olimlnatod, Bclence furnishes the tools to do 
this, Ve have seen in Brave New World how elaborate methods of 
psychological conditioning are used, including the stunting of tha 
prenatal brain. In Zamiatin* s Wo — a novel written in the early 
1920'* s which anticipated 19 8U. — the Russian author has depicted 
a completely totalitarian state threatened by a revolution of in- 
dividualists, The dictator triumphs at the last minute when his 
scientists develop a simple^ prefrontal lobotomy, and the entire 
population is operated on. They become happy, loyal, and obedient 
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foravttr» This mutilation th«iie» in various forms^ occurs in a num» 
bar of booksp with scianea usuallj in the rola of tha handmaidan 
to tha rulars of tha sociatj who want obadianca and stability avan 
at tha prlca of raducing paopla to autoouitao 

It would ba a mistaka to assuma that tha anti-utopian wrltars 
ara all simply hatara of sciancoo Thair attituda is usually a mors 
complax onso Thsy saa scianea not as inharantly good or avilp hut 
as a powarful tool in tha hands of sociatyo If tha goals of tha 
soclaty ara avilp tha rssults of scianea will ba svllo Aldous Hux- 
lay picturss tha proper and constructive role of science in a fore- 
word to a later edition of Brave New World s Speaking of an ideal 
communltyp ha says: "Science and technology would be used as 
thoughp like the Sabbathp they had bean made for manp not (as at 
present and still more so in tha Brava New Vorld)p as though man 
were to be adapted and enslaved to them." 

But in soma Inverted utopias there is also a lurking suspicion 
of science as suchp a fear that science makes it possible for man 
to get too far from his natural roots and become a pseudo-angelo 
In C.S. Lewis’ That Hideous Strength we have an alliance between 
science and the demonic powers of darknessp and one of the charac- 
ters has so great a loathing of all things natural that he looks 
forward to the time when all trees — dirty thingsp always dropping 
their leaves -- will be replaced by artificial trees p much better 
than anything nature can produce* "The Machine Stops" pictures a 
society in which science has enabled men to become so disembodied 
and "spiritual" that they cannot adapt to a change in environment* 

A similar theme is found in Prana Werfel’s Star of the Unborn . 

Thus the quarrel with science in the Inverted utopias seems 
to fall under two headings* There is first the fear that science 
will strengthen the power of evil or misguided men and give them 
greater scope for their designs* The second fear is that science 
encourages us to forget our roots in the good earth, our role as 
a part of nature, and that in our attempt to become as angels, we 
will either perish or survive as demons* In the world of the in- 
verted utopia, nature, including the human body, is usually treated 
in friendly fashion* It is regarded as a kind of built-in health 
and sanity, and we stray to far from it at our physical, psycho- 
logical^ and spiritual peril. At the same time in the Inverted 
utopias, there are hints here and there of a rapprochment — of a 
science and technology humanistically conceived and employed, as 
though, "like the Sabbath, they had been made for man, .* not as 
though man were to be adapted and enslaved to them*" 


Beloit College 
Beloit, Wisconsin 
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The Antl-Utoplen Hevel: Prell»lQery Hotae and Gheckllat 


Arthur 0, Lewia^ Jro 


Utopia, once ardently aought after, haa, eapeclally In recent 
yeara, become a thing to avoid, the more ao aa It appeara to become 
more Immediately posalble. Numeroua wrltera have tried to fiction- 
alize the horror of the perfect atate. The preaent brief checkllat 
la the start of an attempt to Hat and clasalfy these works. In 
compiling the Hat, the following definitions and principles have 
been utilized. 


Utopia ; Ideal commonwealth, enjoying perfection In politics, 
laws, education, mannera, etc.? usually deliberately planned rath- 
er than the result of fortuitous growth* 

Antl-utoplan novel ; Work depicting a society which Is offl- 
dally pdJ^fact but whloh la d anions tpa tad to hava flaws making It 
unacceptable to. the author's -- and presumably the reader's — 
point of view* The societies described In these novels have been 
called, among other things, reverse, utopias, negative utopias. 
Inverted utopias, rogresslvo utopias, oacoutoplas, dystopias, 
non-utoplas, satiric utopias, and — most recently — nasty uto- 
plas. Antl-utoplan novels appear to fall Into three major groups; 
anti- totalitarian, antl-technologloal, and satiric (or combina- 
tions of these three). 


Novels excluded from the checklist ; In recent years a number 
of works which criticize society as it Is now or may be have been 
erroneously called antl-utoplan or by some related form. Frequent- 
ly they attack the same things as the antl-utoplan novels, but 
si^ce they do not use the utopian form as a vehicle of criticism, 
they are not Included in this checklist. Distinctions are hard to 
make, and the decision to exclude a particular novel is often less 
a matter of judgment based on strict adherence to principles than 
of a sense of fitness. A similar list compiled next year might 
well add some of the now excluded works. Typical of these are; 
novels opposing totalitarianism such as Arthur Koestler's Darkness 
Murray Constantine's Swastika Night . Storm Jameson's !fhen 
Hear Singing. Virgil Gheorghiu' s The Twenty-Fifth fiouFi 
and Gore Vidal's M^lah ; novels opposing technoToglcal or business 
aspects of our society such as H. G. Wells* When the Sleeoer Wakea. 
and WllllM Morris' News from Nowhere; novels primarily concerned 
with satirizing our society suck as Vern Schneider's The Golden 
^zoo^ Frederlk Pohl and C. M. Kornbluth' s The Space Mer^b a F ts . 

John Hersey's The Child Buyer , and Gordon Dickson's Mankind on the 
Runi novels -deallngwTth a post-cataatrophlc world such as James — 

Aldous Huxley's ^ and Essence , and 
FH^. Each of“ these novels, it 

should be repeated, has been classified as "antl-utoplan* by one 
critic or another in recent years. 
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Novels Included in the checklist ! Only novels exerained by the 
compiler In the last months and mooting requirements of the 
definition proposed above have been Included. Although no syst«ta- 
atlc search of short fiction or poetry has boon made, a few short 
stories and one poem which meet these conditions have also been In- 
cluded. 


Checklist 


Appel, Benjamin. The FunHouse . Now York, 1959. 

Successor to the Welfare State, the Pleasure State Is America 
in the twenty-first century. A few old-fashioned types work 
hard in the Reservation, but everyone else is happy with Ulatu 
tablets and an optional two-hour workday. 

Benson, Robert Hugh. Lord of the World . London, 1907. 

A materialistic world religion has swallowed Protestantism and 
is about to conquer Catholicism. God destroys the world. 

Booth, Philip. ‘♦The Tower," Poetry , XCVI (April I960), pp. 7-13. 

Despite the good things brought by the tower, life is "...not 
different,/ no, but in spite/ of the Government,/ yea, not 
quite/ the same." 

Bradbury, Ray. Fahrenheit hSl . New York, 1953. 

In a world of four-wall TV, mechanical Hounds, and jet cars, 
one Fireman rebels against his job of burning books. 

"The Pedestrian" (1951) p In The Golden Apples of the Sun . New 
York, 1953. 

No one just takes a walk In the city of tomorrow. 

Bulwer-Lytton, Edward. The Coming Race . London, I87I. 

Life in the beatified community of the Vrll-ya would be im- 
possible for normal human beings, who would "in loss than a 
year ••• either die of ennui , or attempt some revolution." 

Charbonneau, Louis. No Place on Earth . Now York, 1958. 

An underground attempt to overthrow a dictatorial government 
that enforces "Halthusian ethics." To have a child without 
permission is "violation of the Population Code," 

Chesterton, George K. The Napoleon of Notting Hill . London, I90I4.. 
England in I984. has become drab and unexciting. The remedy is 
a return to medieval customs and beliefs. 
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Clarke, Arthur C. Agelnat the Fell of Night , New York, 1953, 

Men’s lest city hea lived in comfortable smugness for millions 
of years. One boy has the restless spirit needed to burst 
forth from Its confines. The re>wrltten version. The City end 
Stars , 1956, la much more simply an adventure story, 

Dick, Philip Ko Man Japed, New York, 1956. 

Moral Reclamation has made peace and prosperity compulsory, 
using totalitarian methods to make sure. There are some who 
object to a steady diet of therapeutic Mental Health pro- 
grams, 

Forster, Edward M. ’’The Machine Stops,” In The Eternal Moment and 
Other Stories , London, 1928, 

The Machine has served men In their separate cells for so long 
that they know no other life. Those few who warn of Impending 
doom are unheeded or punished, and when the Machine stops all 
Its masters perish, ”Man Is the measure,” 

Gunn, James, The Joy Makers , New York, 1961. 

Guaranteed pleasure Is not enough; In the end It leads to the 
suicide of the human race. 

Hartley, Leslie P, Facial Justice , New York, I960, 

Absolute egalitarianism. Including faces to prevent envy 
coupled with non-violence and a benevolent dictator. Is not 
enough for human beings aware of themselves as non- similar 
Individuals. 

Hesse, Hermann. Maglster Ludl . New York, 19l|.9, Translated by Mer- 
vyn Savin from Das Glasperlensplel , 1945o 

Activities of an aristocratic order of Intellectuals are di- 
rected toward perfection In playing the Bead Game, an attempt 
to coordinate all arts and sciences Into a whole greater than 
the sum of Its parts. After reaching the highest rank In the 
order, one player rejects this way of life as too far removed 
from natural life, 

Huxley, Aldous, Brave New World , New York and London, 1932. 

Community, Stability, Identity, Bokanovsky's Process, hypno- 
paedla, soma, and Centrifugal Bumble-Puppys the welfare tyran- 
ny of Utopia or "the right to bo unhappy"? Huxley suggests 
that we would prefer the latter, 

Karp, David, One , Now York, 1953. 

In this benevolent state all that Is asked of the citizen Is 
that ho cease to exist as an Individual. Conformity Is re- 
quired of all, but even the conformist Is guilty of heresy If 
his conformity results from his belief that the State Is right. 
Such belief presupposes the possibility that the State could 
bo wrong and sots the Individual above the State as judge. 
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Kipling, Rudyard. "With the Right Mall" (1905)* in Aotiona and Re^ 
actiona. New York, 1909. 

"As Easy as A. B. C. " (1912), in A Direrslty of Creatures. 

New York, 1926. 

In the future world described in these two stories, the Aerial 
Board of Control prevents any nation or individual fr<»B doing 
anything that will interfere with traffic and eosmiunloations. 

An attempt at secession by the District of Illinois is thwarted 
by cruel and effective means. 

Leacock. Stenhen. Afternoons in Utopia: Tales of the New Time . Lon- 
don, 1932. 

Life in Utopia would be Infinitely dull. 

Lewis, Clive S. That Hideous Strength . New York and Londpn, 1946. 

A scientist-controlled totalitarian state in which the in- 
dividual has little Importance except as material for experi- 
mentation. 

Maurols, Andre. A Voyage to the Island of the Articoles . New York, 
1929. Translated by David Garneti Trom Voyage au pays des 
Articoles. 1928. 

A paradise for writers is less happy for visitors than for 
the natives who are accustimied to subordinating themselves 
to the needs of novelists, posts, etc. 

Head, Harold, the bright Phoenix ^Ic/. New York, 1956. 

The New Era, developed after World War Three, is devoted to 
worship of the human spirit and to recovery of the devastated 
areas. Contact with "savages" demonstrates the fallacy of 
subordinating individual human beings to the State, however 
perfect. 

Michaells, Richard C. Looking Further Forward . London, 1690. 

Opposition to Looking Baoj^ard . Dr. Leete*s account of the 
new world was dishonest. Men rise not through ability but 
through favoritism and self-interest. The new world is worse 
than the old. 

Orwell, George. Animal Farm . New York, 1946. 

Only a few years after the establishment of the new sociaty 
the seven c-ommandments of Animalism have given way to one: 

"All Animals Are Equal But Sense Animals Are More Equal Than 
Others." The brotherhood of beasts has once again become The 
Manor Farm. 

1984 . New York, 1949. 

Life on Airstrip One in a world of perpetual wars, anti-sex 
leagues, Newspeak, and doublethink. In the end the rebel 
comes to love Big Brother and to accept the Party as a means 
of escape from. Identity, for "Alone — free — the human 
being is always defeated." 
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Pohl, Prederiko "The Mides Fleffue" la The Case AMiaet To- 

aerrow. New. York, 1956* “ 

In a world of unlialted produetlTltj ewerjone noet work so 
hard to oonsuno hla share that he draws no pleasuro front it. 
The ultlnate solution is to assign robots to help oonauaie 
what other robots build. 

Sheekloy, Robert. The Status Civilisation . New York, I960. 

Civilization's basis is confomity, conformity so eomplete 
that each aan has the lesson imprinted in his mind: "For 
the social good, you must be your own polio snuin and witness. 
You must assume responsibility for any crime which might eoa> 
oeivably be yours." Skilled robots help to enforce the volun- 
tarily accepted regulations and to condition later generations 
to do the same. 

Slsiak, Clifford D. "How-2" (1954) « In Bodyguard, ed. H« L. Gold. 

New York, I960. 

In a world run by robots whose only desire is to serve their 
masters, how can a man ever worry about anything? But what 
is there for him to do? 

Vance, Jack. To Live Forever . New York, 1956. 

Each acceptable achievoaent lengthens the individual's life 
and may, if great enough, bring Immortality. But each such 
adjustment ends the lives of a number of others not as well 
Qualified to take up room. Under this system, despite great 
efforts at entertainment and diversion, the moral fiber of 
humanity is weakened. 

Vonnegut, Kurt. Player Piano . New York, 1952. 

AutosMtion Vias led to a hierarchy topped by the managers and 
engineers, the college graduates who run the factories. At 
the bottom are the members of the Reconstruction and Reolama- 
Corps who have most material benefits but little to take 
pride in. Education, in steps determined by intelligence, 
leads to the top of the ladder, but he who does not conform 
to the customs of a business world or believe in the neces- 
sity of automated assembly line production is doomed. 

Varner, Rex. ms Wild Goose Chase . New York, 1937. 

An allegorical search leads to discovery of totalitarian 
utopia where humanity is subordinated to science, technology, 
materialism. 

Waugh, Evelyn. "Love among the Ruins" (1953). in Tactical Exorcise. 

Boston, 1954* 

In New Britain "there are no criminals* mere are only victims 
of inadequate social servioes." But even complete rehabilita- 
tion in the perfect state cannot restrain one Modern Han' s 
individuality and his desire to commit arson. 
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Verfolj) PrmiiSo Star of the UnberP o Hew York, 19^6, YraBalated by 
Gustave 0, Arlt frcna Stern dy Pngeborenen, 

A "world without economics" far In the future Is paradise, 

"But what's the use when man Isn't paradisiac?" Material Im- 
provements are not enough; the only thing man has not Improved 
Is himself, 

Wllbrandt, Conrad, Mr, East's Experience In Mr, Bellamy' s World , 

New York, 1691, translated from tjie ^rman by Mary J, {^afford. 
Opposition to Looking Backward , Julian West was fooled by 
Idealistic ]>r, Leete's deserit>tlon. In reality there la no 
prosperity, morals have deteriorated, and man Is the slave 
of the socialist state, 

Wolfe, Bernardo Limbo , New York, 1952, 

Man Improves on man with lobotomy and prosthetic devices to 
bring an end to war, disease, and poverty. But no mechanical 
means can change basic human nature, 

Zamiatin, Eugene. We (1920), New York, 1924, Translated from the 
Russian by Gregory Zllboorg, 

The Unique State Is a totalitarian society based on the Idea 
that freedom and happiness cannot co-ezlst. To attain siaterlal 
benefits most men will surrender Individuality and privacy. 
Struggle against such a state, once established. Is futile. 


The Pennsylvania State University 
University Park, Pennsylvania 
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The Claasle: Aldoae Haxlej*8 Brare Hew World 


Thaaias D. Clareeoa 


The continued recognition given Aldoue Huxley's Brave New 
World, Including its widespread use in the classroom, certainly 
suggests that it be regarded as the classic antl>utopian novel. 

Yet it is seldom referred to — at least in general academic clr-> 
oles— as science-fiction. Perhaps a close examination of the 
novel will allow us to see how it transcends "mere* science-fic- 
tion and becomes a modern classic. In view of its success, such 
an examination may provide, if only implicitly, some standards by 
which we may measure the artistry of any science-fiction. 

Before considering the novel Itself, we might review the 
literary tradition of which it la a part. In Progress and Power 
the historian Carl Becker speaks of two conceptual schemes that 
have shaped man's attitude toward his world: first, the idea of 
a golden age from which man has fallen) second, perhaps most viv- 
idly represented by the monastic, ascetic elements of the Middle 
Ages, that of ^ contemptu mundi — disregard for this world in 
favor of another world, a heaven, in which injustices will be set 
aright. He suggests but does not explicitly name a third. Begin- 
ning with the Renaissance when man again turned his attention to 
this world and when the doctrine of progress was perhaps first 
born, man dreamed a third dream: that of the perfectability of 
man and society, namely, that of the earthly paradise. The liter- 
dry genre giving voice to this dream took its name from Sir Thomas 
Mere's Utopia (I5l6). The utopia has always remained a vehicle of 
social criticism. Yet as Robert Burton wrote in his "Utopia of 
Mlno Own^" the Introductory section of The Anatomy of Melanoholv 
(1621), "Wo write here of men and not gods. The utopian romancer 
works within the limits and potentialities of human nature and 
mundane realities." He focuses upon certain characteristics <of his 
own time and place so that "by comparison with an imaginary state 
an existing one may be evaluated; its good and bad features dis- 
covered: its potentialities for change and betterment acknowledged." 
The key idea la betterment . 

(Just as the doctrine of progress did not roach its fullest 
expression until the nineteenth century, so with the utopian ro- 
mance. In the decades before 1915 1« Britain and the United States 
alone several hundred Utopias were delineated — an average of al- 
most one a month, the most famous of which was J^^ward Bellamy's 
Looking Baciward (1888), which preached a tepid socialism and an 
Improved, technology. Within twenty years nearly a hundred writers 
attacked or defended his position. Ho himself thought it necessary 
to issue a sequel. Equality, in l897o Noteworthy, however, is the 
fact that those who opposed him attacked his socialism, not his 
technology. As late as 1908 an article in Cosmopolitan co^d pro- 
claim in its title: "Man's Machine-Made MlTTenlum." The dominant 
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theme in the genre during this period con 

formula: science plus eeolellsm equals the hll 

adherents were among those to whom Charles J. **l5. iS«. 

Introduction to Brave New **erld when he writes. The data rui^ 
nlshed by science and psychology were the only truths aeoeptable 

to the modernlsto." 

This bland, gentlemanly optimism encountered the trench wa^ 
fare of World War One. And disillusionment. True, Individuals had 
protested earlier. In 1915 J«ck London’s T^ Scai^et Fl> g ^g re- 
duced oivillaatlon to barbarism with a deadly new virus and fore- 
saw the cycle of development and destruction taking place again and 
again. In 1919 Victor Rousseau’s The Messiah of Cylinder pro- 
jected an American scientist Into^Ee future to oneountor and de- 
stroy a Pavlovlan, Marxist state. Yet by and large, the 
period created the anti-utopia. The classic example remains Aldous 
Huxley’s Brave New World (1932). 

Basic to the construction of Huxley’s fable ^e three tech- 
niques: first, extrapolation; second, parody and Ef 

detail; third, sharp contrast of points of view. In both Brave New 
World and Brave New World Revisited , Huxley Is a humanist horrl- 
f led by thoortas and accomplis^nents of extremists of his own 

time, but In the novel by using contrasting points of view, he 
makes no explicit statement of his own position. Only In later 
prefaces and Brave Now World Revisited does his emotion 
his artistry so tEaT^e underscores his own position by direct 
statement. 

Plrst, then, he extrapelates. By 1931 
behind each Ingredient In his ’’perfect" world. The most obvious Is, 
ef course, Henry Ford. In 1914 Ford Installed a oonveyer-belt as- 
sembly line that has since become one pf the 
technology. By 1922 he could say that 43^ oT ^li® J®'>® 
tcrles could be learned after one day of Instruction; only 15^ re- 
quired a month. But In 1914 something even more revo- 

lutionary. Amid the outraged cries of his T®ll®w Industrial mag- 
nates he^pald his laborers a daily wage of #5.00 -- 
taught modern Industry where the consumer market^ lay. By now, xvox, 
how many manufacturers say, symbolically. In their advertisements. 
"Industrial civilisation Is only possible when there Is no self- 
denial. Belf-lndulgence up to the very limits Imposed by hygiene 
and econemlos." 


In regard to Huxley’s science, by the second decade of this 
century the German Nobel Prize winner, Hans Speman, made ®XP®**J7 
mental embryology one of the most exciting areas of study. In his 
work on the ova and tadpoles of salamanders he removed and trans- 
planted tissue. For example, in a standard procedure he grafted a 
section from the back of an elder tadpole to the flank of a younger. 
The result was a kind of twin. Had the money and man-hours spent 
os the ICBK program bees devoted to this field, who knows what 
might have resulted. Moreover, Pavlov and Watson had developed 
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pa7<}hologj Into an •zparlaeatal aeieae*. Wrtm 19ll2<-03 tha lata 
tweatias PaTloT* s azparlaaata with tha amaal hahaaiar mf doga aa^ 
tabliahad far-raaehiag priaolplaa* la 19139 tmm Pavlaa’a raaolta 
aad a anattarlag of his owa data, Vataaa faaadad tha B^Maariat 
School. He gaaeralisad about hoaaa bahaalar» aaduelag — to a eoBi« 
plax aatweric of atiauli aad raapoaaaa whieh eauld, af eaaraa* ba 
fomad lato aay aad product tha azparlaaatar (eaaditioBar) daairad. 
Ha waa of aaat iofluoaea, though aaat pajehologlata aaaor agraad 
with hla awaapiag daclaratioaa. 

Aotuallj, although Frwmd la aaBtlaBad azplieitlj aaly oaea la 
World . he la evea more algalfloaat to the aaael thaa 
Pavloa aad witaoB. With the peaalble aaeeptlon af Huatapha Mead, 
Freudlaa coacepta denlaate the aatlratlon of all the oharaetera 
la tha noYel. The Savage » for ezaaple^ la aetlrated fundaaaatally 
by the Oadlpua. Ceaplez aad by aaaaehlaa. The paaaagaa that ha quataa 
from Hamlet ralafaree thla laterpretatloa. 

A a far the mere obvloua parapheaalla: hypaapaadla waa a fad 
af the tweatlea and thlrtlea. Slaee the develapaient af tha alaoo 
treeaeyelograph which can aeaaure depth of aleepf aTldaaca af tha 
effectlYeaeaa of aleep-teaohlng la largely aegatlva. la Brava 
Wew World Itaelf Huxley hlmaelf points out how Inadequately li 
taaohea Informatlono Yet hla auggeatlon that It be used ta la- 
atlll the moral conaolence of a aoclety may have aomethlag* far 
people •feel" what la right even whan they do not know what la. 

The alrallarlty between soma and modara tranqullllaara aaeaa ob- 
vloua and needa no dlacuaalon, except to remind one that la Brava 
Wew World R evisited . Huxley points out that doctors now write pre- 
scriptions for tranquillisers at a rate of if6 million a year- 
moat of them reflllable. The Feelles? Two years ago the sense of 
odor waa added experimentally to cinema for the first time. Wow, 
literally aa well as figuratively, we have our amellles. 

However Intriguing these extrapolations. If the fable concen- 
trated upon them only. It would lose much of Ita effectiveness. 

It would become a mare catalogue of "gadgets." Significantly — and 
I do not feel that drawing an analogy to Zola! a Qermlnal . for ex- 
maple, la Inappropriate — Huxley spends the first hundred pages 
of the novel creating hla future world while minimizing plot action. 
Once thla portrait has been drawn — by the time Bernard and Lenina 
leave for the Reservation In Chapter Six — the portrait of the 
Brave Hew World has been finished. Wo "gadgets" or problmna that 
least beea referred te in this aeotlen are Introduced 
later^ the novel. In addition, unlike Zola, Huxley has little 
regard for verlilitllltdde{ the Brave Wew World Is portrayed selec- 
^^^•Ay9 ooh-repreaentatlonally, with emphasis concentrated upon 
those aspects ef the society he wishes us to remember. Basle here 
la his second technique — parody and juxtaposition of details. To 
aid ear "willing suspension of disbelief" he Includes a multitude 
of dmtial^ eesmon to our everyday knowledge, but he changes them, 
plapaa them In new context and new oomblnatlon so that while they 
familiar, they are also startlingly new. "Ford* a la hla 
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flivvers, ell's right with the world®" "Streptocock Gee to Benburjo 
T to see a fine bathrooe and a V®C®* Often the new context results 
in irony® One of the finest examples and to the novel as a whole 
the most significant occurs wl^anj, as the Savage prepares te 
leave the Reservation^ he exclaims: "0 brave new world that has such 
people in it®" Bernard echoes Frospere when he suggestsp "Hadn't you 
better wait until yoa actually see the new world?" 

FSxaraples are legion® The delightful parodies of familiar nur- 
sery rhjmes® The impact of such a passage as: 

"Go away little glrlp" shouted the D® H® C« angrily® 

"Go awayp little boyj Can't you see that his ford- 

ship's busy? Go and do your erotic play somewhere 

else®" 

"Suffer little childrenp" said the Controller® 

(Harper Modern Class iosp p» 6?) 

In naming the cltizenryp Huxley has paid tribute to all the 
scientlstsp industriallstsp financeersp and Marxists responsible 
for creating the twentieth century® The neat individual nano is 
that of Mustapha Mondp and it is a pun® Yesp "Must staff a world®" 

Perhaps the nost sustained andp for somsp the bitterest irony 
occurs in the delineation of the Solidarity Servlcop whichp of 
ooursep parodies Holy Communionp perhaps at a revival meetlngo The 
significance of twelve In each groupp of holding the service on 
Thursday, of the Invocations "I drink to ny annihilation" and 
"I drink to the Inmlnence of His Coming®" — is obvious® Drink, or 
rather eat strawberry ice cream Soma, which again needs no explana- 
tion in this framework® Notice the echo of Anglican and Presby- 
terian hymns throughout the service; notice the despair Bernard 
expresses when he "foresaw for himself yet another failure to 
achieve atonement®? How out of place seems the word atonmnent® Yet 
after so serious and deliberate a detailing, Huxley rises to high 
artistry by suddenly changing his entire tone as he perverts a 
familiar nursery rhyme— "Orgy-porgyp Ford and fuiv^ Kiss the girls 
and make them One/ Boys at one with girls at peace;/ Orgy-porgy 
gives release®" 

This often startling parody and juxtaposition obviously con- 
tributes te his third technique— contrast® Without its contrasts 
Huxley's fable would lose its dramatic and intellectual impact® la 
his preface he suggests offering the Savage a third alternative; 
between the utopian and primitive herns of the dllemsM would lie 
the possibility of sanity — usually Interpreted as exile, escape, 
te one of the islands® But Huxley ignores that the Savage asked te 
be sent te an island and that Mustapha Mond refused his request® A 
third alternative would seriously mar, if net destroy, a work whose 
entire eeneeptien and structure are based upon sharp contrasts® 
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Ho^t obviously there Is the contrast of the Brave How World with 
eontenporary societyo In Chapter Throe Huxley Juxtaposes the 
FreudianHnotlvatod world of Ac Do 1931 with that of A* Po 632. 

But structurally the fable is doalnated by the contrast between 
the Savage and the *Utopla«* First Huxley ceaatruets civilization 
in its gaudys pleasurable detail.. Then against the naked rock of 
Malpaia he etches the Savage. Only when the two stand face to face 
in the last half of the novel is there sustained dramatic oonfllotf 
culminating in the Savage’s suicide. Most Important^ howeverp is 
the contrastp the confllctp of philosophies. The Brave New World 
chooses to know no pain; the Savagep to know no pleasure. Indeedp 
he commits suicide after he indulges in what is probably the first 
pleasurable act of his life. 

By and large the citizens of the Brave New World are incapable 
of constructlvep imaginative thought; Mustapha Mend asserts that 
they have been so conditioned — in order to preserve the stability 
of their world. On the other hand, with the exception of the inci- 
dent in which he builds his bow and arrow and puts into practice 
the knowledge eld Mitslma'^ taught him, the Savage shows himself in- 
capable of constructive, imaginative action. He can act only in a 
frenzy, as when he pointlessly destroys the Soma of the Delta 
werkera. It is on the horns of this complicated dilemma that Hux- 
ley’s thesis lies. 

Ho built his society and his characters upon two principles 
with which few psychologists would argue. First, t^t pleasure — 
that is, whatever the individual finds pleasurable -- is the most 
powerful motivator of man. Secondly, as Huxley himself puts it, 
"Feeling lurks in that interval of time between desire and its 
eonsummation. J^orten that Interval, break down all thoseold un- 
neooaaary barriers." And Brave New World results. The two charac- 
ters in greatest unrest, Bernard and Helmholtz, are persons, so 
to spoak, "in the know." Bernard has feelings of inferiority be- 
cause of his size and his conditioning about size, but, more im- 
portant, he is a psychologist who understands the whole nature of 
the Neo— Pavlovlan conditioning and iba effect upon the pooplo. 
Helmholtz, perhaps a little more sensitive than others, writes the 
Jingles that become the moral conscience of the society. Bach, 
then, understands his field for what it is; each understands the 
Brave New World; each is unhappy in it. Yet perhaps the most un- 
l^PPy person in the entire society is Mustapha Mend. But then he 
chose duty and responsibility. 

The dialogue between Mustapha Mend and the Savage — Chapters 
Sixteen and Seventeen — stands as the heart ef the fable. In view 
of the emphasis Huxley gives The Brothers Karamazov in Brave New 

Rovisited, it la perhaps not too extreme to suggest that this 
dialogue is at loast somewhat analogous to "The Grand Inquisitor" 
in The Brothers . Indeed, "Community, Identity, Stability* could be 
a aooalorized version of "Miracle, Mystery, and Authority." In 
both ins tone es the people have sacrificed their humanity both for 
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bFMd "supplied regularlj and oapiaualy three times a day* aad/or 
for pleasure » 

The Brave New World is mindless. The World Gentreller explains* 
however* that its oitisens are "nice tame animals* anyhow.* They 
have sacrificed the past and the future for the pleasure of the mo~ 
meat* shortening that time between desire and oeasumnatien te noth- 
ing* or escaping time and space with Bona. They have becmte* as 
Huxley symbelises in Lenina* so much meat* hewever pneumatic. That 
is the price they have paid for *Coiiimunity* Identity* Stability.* 

Amid this human debris it is perhaps tempting to call the 
Savage heroic and feel that he represents Huxley^ s point of view. 

To do so exposes our own conditioning rather than a close reading 
of the text. In any society in which he attempted to live* the 
Savage would commit suicide j even had ha lived as a solitary in the 
hills near Malpais or at the lighthouse* eventually he would have 
tortured himself to death. 

He spoke often of God* but his God is that of the strange 
Fenitente sect that still exists in the American Southwest. In the 
ritual on the Reservation* the Savage cries out that 1 m could have 
gone around the circle ten* twelve* fifteen times. Once* he told 
Bernard* he stood "against a rock in the middle of the day* in 
summer* with my arms out* like Jesus on the cress*” because *I 
wanted te knew what it was like being crucified* hanging there in 
the sun.* He repeats this discipline at the lighthouse* as well as 
his maseehistic flagellation whenever* guiltily* he thinks ef 
Lenina. In addition te holding this religion ef Feokeng and Jesus 
that demanded pain and self-abasement* he had been rejected by 
the Indians of Malpais because ef his mother and his coloration. 

He was not allowed the adolescent initiation rites; he was for- 
bidden to Join the other boys in taking his medicine-dream trip 
— which he finally did take alone. He is also influenced by the 
Oedipus complex. He adores his mother* but when she dies* she 
cries out for her lover* FopS^ not her son; no self-inflictetl tor- 
ture could have hurt him more. Finally* there is Lenina. His one 
laugh ef pure Joy ooours when Barnard tells him Lenina is not mar- 
ried; at the lighthouse *suddenly the thought of Lenina was a real 
presenoe...* From the first he desires her; his rejection of her 
advaMses symbolises not only his rejection ef elvilizatiea but of 
the whole physical world. He can only flee te the lighthouse. He 
oan only retreat to his melancholy and his Bhakespeare. 

Yet because his is the only voice protesting the infantilism 
ef the Brave Mew Vorld* the reader wants to sympathise with him — 
as Huxley undoubtedly intended* perhaps only so that his eentral 
theme eeuld be mere effectively realised. The scenes at the light- 
house erystalllse Huxley's thmae. There* in the final chapters* 
he literally destroys the Savage — ending with an artisitio fi- 
aality ef iaoident and language matched in few works. At the 
lighthaase* we watch the Savage* as Huxley says in his preface* 
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"retraat from aanityo" One of tho koy pasaagoa occurs whom, re- 
alizing tho beauty of the natural acono, tho Savago thimks, "But 
who waa ho to bo pampered with the daily and hourly eight of Ibwo- 
lineaa? Who waa he to bo living in the viaiblo presence of God? 

All he deaerved to live in waa aome filthy aty, aomo blind hole 
in tho groundo" And alwaya there ia tho memory of Lenina* His 
painful religion and hia aoxual deairo for her blur and merge un- 
til they are one and the aame thing* The catalyat bringing about 
thia fuaion ia hia maaochiatic flagellation* It ia to no avail, 
for, aa noted, "the thought of Lenina waa a real preaence, naked 
and tangible***" A further detailing ia unneceaaary* After tho 
final night he awakenaf "atupifled by Soma and exhauated by a 
long drawn frenzy of aenauality" he "auddenly remembered — every- 
thing*" Then he hanged hlmaelf becauae he had had aexual inter- 
courae with Lenina* 

He did ao amldat mob frenzy* The mob took ita lead from him, 
calling for the whip, joining him in flagellation* Then, caught up 
in the mob, he followed them to the inevitable climax of the Orgy 
Forgy Solidarity Sorvice* 

Such brutal and final deatruction of tho Savago hardly aug- 
geata that Huxley had aympathy for him* And this is as it should 
be, for the Savage la the second horn of the dilemma — "the 
choice between insanity on the one hand and lunacy on tho other,” 
as Huxley states in hia preface* The fable must be interpreted aa 
an attack upon both the "utopian" civilization and the Savage* On 
the one hand, Huxley projects the end of the great multitude of 
men who live for bread and pleasure; on the other, ironically us- 
ing the label Savage, he attacks those intellectuals who are both 
incapable of taking a constructive role in society and, at least 
since Rousseau, have sought escape in the simplicity and alleged 
truth of a benevolent nature* And yet this statement overalmpli- 
flea, for through his Fenltonto-iam the Savage also represents 
those men whose harsh religiosity has rejected the physical world* 
In short, then Aldous Huxley's Brave New World dramatizes several 
of the conflicts that have haunted western civilization during the 
past centuries. Against a background of "gadgets" he thus gains a 
universality* 

In the chapters "Education for Freodom" and "What Can Wo Do?" 
of Brave Wow World Revisited he offers more fully the third alteiv 
native he had spoken or in his preface to the original fablo — 
sanity and action* Othorwiso Brave Now World Revisited is ossem- 
tially aa extended footnote to the orlglaal, In which “he corrects 
his earlier extrapolations and makes new ones on tho basis of the 
faets and theories of the 1950' s* Otherwise the same conflicts 
are present in aa over-populated, over-erganized world kept ia- 
seeuro by such crises as recessions, racial intolerance, atomic 
•nd • continuing cold war* However, he now foresees that 
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man hungry for power. Ilka Hitler and Stalin, man af tha right and 
of the left, will rlae| and they will uaa ayary means at thalr dl8~ 
posal to transform the mass af humanity Inta "nice tame anlmalso" 

^ womdert 

How many goodly creatures are thara heraj 
Haw beauteous mankind Is^ 0 braye new world. 

That has such people In' to" 


The College af Wooster 
Wooster, Ohio 


The Child Buyer ; A Review 


Robert Plank 


John Herseyo The Child Buyer ; A Novel In the Form of HearinRs be- 
fore the Standing Committee on Education, Welfare, & Public 
Morality af a Certain State Senate , Investigating the Con- 
spiracy of Mro Wlssey Jones, with Others, to Purchase a Male 
Child o New York; &sopf, l960o 258 pp, #l<.o00o 


Mr, Janes Is a vice president af the United Lymphamlllald Cor- 
poration, engaged In buying extraordinarily gifted children. The 
purpose, rather slowly revealed In the navel. Is to convert them 
inta something which can scarcely bo called human any more: marvel- 
lously officiant problem-solving organisms, utterly devoted to "U« 
LymphOo" The procedures used to this and are gruesome; they In- 
clude, for Instance, surgery to ramova sight and hearing. U, Lym- 
pho's "Fifty-Year Project", ahadlly tied up with seme defense ef- 
fart, presumably has the -aim of "satisfying man's greatest need 
-- to leave the earth." 

This, af Course, la aolenco-f lotion. The fact that it Is a 
▼ory goad novel should not make It any less science-fiction, but 
it is a safe bet that few of the reviewers and numerous readers 
which Hersey's name and accomplishments will assure It will notleo 



the ebvieua f«ot| neither la that aapeet being advertlaedo Aa a 
ajmptem ef how far, and yet agalnat which realatancea, aclenee- 
fiction haa pemeated our "aalnatroan” llteraturo, thla la In It- 
aelf most Intoreatlng® 

The book' a sclence<>f lotion characterlatlca are perhapa obacured 
by the fact that Horsey la a most urbane. Intelligent, and witty 
writer^ of unfailing taste, ao evidently motivated by plain uner- 
ring deconcyo These are net exactly the qualities one has learned 
to expect in aclenee-flctlono In bringing the child buyer to the 
town of Fequot and lotting the people concerned react to his mon- 
strous proposition aa though It were an everyday occurrence, he 
sets a Kafkaesque atmosphere, but this la not his greatest strength. 
He proceeds, from a somewhat dragging start, with much merriment 
and possibly a shade to© much of a show of erudition, to the truly 
horrifying denouements complete capitulation. Nearly everyone — 
Including Barry Rudd — the boy to bo sold-- Is eager to close the 
deal. On the way to thla end we meet a rich assortment of charac- 
ters s some of them lovable aa Flattop, the delinquent boy, or 
kindly as Senator Mansfield, chairman of the Investigating commit- 
teoe more of them contemptible; some splendidly delineated, some 
overdrawn. Pew readers will believe that a man as patently Imbecile 
as Peter Voyolko could bo elected a state senator or that even the 
densest State Supervisor for Exceptional Child could testify in 
Hllllcent Parmelee Henley's style. But for every satirical arrow 
that misses, there are a dozen that hit the target. 

Horsey shakes the jester's bell often, the sage's finger spar- 
ingly, but never the preacher's fist. He creates the deceptive ap- 
pearance of having written merely an excellent persiflage of tho 
things that happen around us. He has actually achieved a novel ef 
things which (All guardian angels be praised!) do not happen, and 
In so doing deals with a much more profound problem: the manifesta- 
tion of tho death Instinct In an overripe culture— the longing so 
tempting to modern man to be allowed to lay down the burden ef be- 
ing man, to debase himself before a dehumanized Image that replaces 
father and mother, God and love, to regress under the pretext of 
progressing, to turn frwn the world as a now type ef hermit, blind 
and deaf, magically converted Into a computing machine. 

This self-abandonment, of such enormous practical Importance 
because of the rele It has played In the morbid mass movements of 
our century. Is not a new motif In Utoplsm and science-fiction. 
Zamla,tln presented It forcefully In We, Oz*well followed his lead 
In 1961i , Huxley wove some of It lnto~ ~5rave Hew World . Horsey has 
nobly followed a significant tradition. 


^ In sixteen reviews, 19 6U Is Invoked In four of them, as Is 
Brave low World. Tho relationship between The Child Buyer and these 
iwd olaaaiea is nowhere conceptualized as having ^ do with Utoplsm 
or sclonoo-flotlon. These two categories are not mentioned. 
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